God as Father
I. Introduction

Three weeks ago we had a brief introduction to the idea of who God is. I talked about perception vs. reality. We then wrote poems to describe what we thought God was like. You described Him as invisible, powerful, delicious, in control, available, and gentle. We did not get into specifics we simply talked about God in general terms. 
Then two weeks ago we talked about the Holy Spirit. We talked about how God is in reality 3 separate but equal people, or beings. There is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. We talked about how the Holy Spirit is some cosmic mist floating about right? No, it is actual a being just like the other two. 

We call this the trinity and it is extremely hard for our weak little human minds to grasp. Christianity is unique. It is the only religion in the world that teaches that God is one, and at the same time there are three who are God. 


Deuteronomy 6:4
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God, the Lord is one.”


(Slide 2)


1 John 5:7
 “For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 



Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.”



(Slide 3)

This is what we call the trinity: God existing as 3 that are 1. (Slides 4-5)

This is a hard concept to understand because it is a contradictory statement. Do not worry if you are having trouble with this right now. That is why we are talking about each aspect of God individually. Tonight we are going to talk about God the Father. 

A. Perceptions of God as Father
When we talk about God the Father there are many different things that people picture. A simple Google image search reveals a few of them. I typed in “God and this is what I found: (Slides 6-8)
I then typed in God the father and found a whole bunch of pictures of mostly “Old Guys.” (Slides 9-13)
One thing I want you to think about tonight is your perception of God the Father. When you think of God, what image appears in your mind? I am also going to suggest to you that your experience with your earthly father will affect your view of God the father. 
Why is it that we always see God the father as old? 


My suggestion is that we see him this way because we see our earthly fathers as old. When we are young we have a tendency to see our parents as really old and out of touch. We then apply this aging principle to God as well. God the father must be old and God the son must be young, however, age has no bearing on God what-so-ever. 

II. Fathers Example

A. Good Fathers

For some of you your fathers have provided you a good example of what God the father looks like. They are affectionate and loving toward you, and yet they also correct you when you do wrong. These fathers have done a good thing for you. But, even a good father will let you down. Even the best father in the world is going to screw up. Ultimately, compared to God, we are all bad fathers. 
B. Bad Fathers

For others of you, you have had bad fathers. You have had fathers that may have done terrible things:

· Rough, grouchy, unloving, lacking tenderness

· Abused your mothers physically, verbally, or emotionally

· Abused you physically, verbally, or emotionally

· Lazy cannot keep a job

· Drunkard

· Cheated on your mother

· Hypocrite-he preaches a good message but lives completely different

· Absent-left your mother and your family 

The point about fathers is that they are all sinners because they are all human beings. If your father has not let you down yet, he will. Let’s take the example of David. 
Acts 13:22
“After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified concerning him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.”

God says that David is a man after his own heart. Yet, if we look at David’s life we see that he is also a sinner. It is a famous story. David sees a woman bathing, likes what he sees, and so he commits adultery with her. He sleeps with her even though she is married to someone else. Then, after he finds out she is pregnant he has her husband killed. He commits murder. And so we see that David, the man after God’s own heart is an adulterer and a murderer. He is a sinner. 
It is interesting that David’s children struggled in the same way their father did. If

you look at Solomon, David’s son who took over his throne as king, his relationship with God is hindered even worse than his father David’s was. David committed adultery with 1 woman. 1 Kings 11:1-6 says:

“King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter-Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. They were from nations about which the Lord had told the Israelites, ‘You must not intermarry with them, because they will turn your hearts after their gods.’ Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. AS Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been. He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites. So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not follow the Lord completely, as David his father had done.”
Is it possible that Solomon’s actions were the result of watching his father’s behavior? 
Is it possible that Solomon, with all his wisdom, was unable to see his father’s true greatness as one who loved God? 
III. Your Father God?

I want you to really think about how you see God the Father. 

· Is he the angry man with the lightning bolt?  

· Is he the gentle grandpa like figure floating on clouds and tickling fat little naked angels? 

· Or is he the old man of Michelangelo’s Creation of Adam? 

These questions matter because the way you see God the Father will change the way you interact with God the Father. That is what we are going to explore now. 
