Who am I?
I. Introduction: Finding one’s self
Tonight’s topic deals with a very difficult question. Who are You? 
Show Video Clip -Caterpillar from Alice in Wonderland-

Everyone has to have an identity. This is a big word that has a lot of meaning behind it. Who am I? The way you answer that question is your identity. The definitions of identity are:

1. The quality or condition of being the same in substance, composition, nature, properties, or in particular qualities under consideration; absolute or essential sameness; oneness.

2. The sameness of a person or thing at all times or in all circumstances
As people try to “find themselves,” a term from the 60s that I am not familiar with because I am not that old, we see that they lack an identity. You might have experienced this “finding oneself” with one of your friends. The idea is finding an “oneness”. Making yourself “one” person no matter where you are, what you are doing, and where you are with. This is a hard thing to do.

Sometimes we can actually see the changes that take place in an individual as they shape their identity. There are a lot of different ways to describe oneself. 
For example: 

Play game: guess who your leader is based on what they have done
As you will hear in the next couple weeks our leaders hear have tried in many ways to identify ourselves with many different things until we found the truth. I would like to talk with you about the truth for a little while. 

II. Our true identity: Aliens
The truth is that you are an Alien in this world. Can anyone recite our key verses? 

1 Peter 2:11-12
“

See we are aliens. We do not belong to this world. Then what in the world am I here for? I am going to answer that for you with three truths:

A. Created For God

The verses we read last week Colossians 1:16 “All things have been created through him and for him.” Moreover, Psalms 139:14-16 tells us that God had planned all your days before you were born. You see you were created by God, and for God. You were not some cosmic accident.
B. Created For God’s Family

1 John 3:1 says: “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.”
Here we see our second truth. We are God’s sons and Daughters. He created us to be in his family. That is how valuable we are. 

We also see that we are in fact Aliens. The world did not even recognize our heavenly father when he was here. The world did not recognize God when he was walking around here on earth. How much easier is it for people to miss God now, when he is not so visible.  People do not recognize him, or us, as his children.
But we were created for God’s family. 

C. Created For God’s Purpose (to become like Christ) 

Romans 8:28-29 says: “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son…”

Your purpose in life is to become like Jesus Christ. Your purpose is to develop the kind of character that is found throughout scripture. 

· You are to have the beatitudes of Jesus (Matthew 5:1-12)

· You are to display the fruits of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-23)
· You are to demonstrate true love (1 Corinthians 13)
· You are to develop your faith as Peter describes in 1 Peter 2:5-8

· You are to go into the world and spread the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ (John 17:18)

In all of these ways you have been created to be like God, to be like Jesus. 
III. Conclusion

You are created for God, you were created to be in God’s family, and you were created for God’s purpose. 

Who am I Discussion Questions?

1. If someone were to ask you: “Who are you?” How would you respond? 

2. How do you primarily identify yourself? (Student, Son/Daughter, Athlete, Skater, Worker, Grandchild, Sibling, loner, other)

3.  Have you ever thought about your identity as being one person no matter where you are or what you are doing? 
4. Why is it so hard to be consistent in lifestyle regardless of circumstance?

5. Read Colossians 1:16 and Psalms 13914-16. What do these verses mean to you? What is your reaction when you hear that you were created for God?

6. Is it comforting or disheartening to think that you were created for someone else other than yourself?
7. Read 1 John 3:1. Why is it so hard for people to come to a belief in God? What holds your friends and family back? What holds you back? 

8. Read the following scripture passages:

· You are to have the beatitudes of Jesus (Matthew 5:1-12)

· You are to display the fruits of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-23)

· You are to demonstrate true love (1 Corinthians 13)

· You are to develop your faith as Peter describes in 1 Peter 2:5-8

· You are to go into the world and spread the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ (John 17:18)

For each bullet point above answer the following questions:

· Why is it so hard to practice these principles?

· What are some ways to develop this kind of character?

· What is your response when you hear people ask: “What would Jesus do?”
9. Of the three principles (Created for God, Created for God’s Family, Created for God’s Purpose) is the easiest for you to comprehend? Why? Which is the hardest? Why?

