Who am I spiritually?-Part 1

Luke 2:21-40

I. Introduction
As we begin our celebration of the Christmas season I to recap what we have learned over the past two months. We first looked at who God was. We said God is three unique people: God the father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. It is the earthly birth of God the Son that we celebrate at Christmas time. It is a change of relationship between God and Man.
The Christmas Story

We read in John 1:1 that Jesus Christ was in the beginning with the father. We also read that he became flesh. He became a man. Matthew 1:18-25 tells us that Jesus was born of a virgin mother. 

This is where it all starts to get really interesting. Turn in your Bibles to Luke 2:21. 
Read Luke 2:21-40


I want to focus on two of the people we read about in this section.
II. Simeon
The first is Simeon. He had been waiting for the “consolation of Israel”. This was simply a term for the Messiah (or anointed one). He was waiting to see this baby before he would die. Notice what he says:

“For my eyes have seen your salvation…”

I can die now that I have seen with my own eyes the salvation of all mankind.

III. Anna

The second is Anna. We read that she was a prophetess, and a widow for 84 years. She was only married for 7 and widowed for 84. Because she was a widow for so long she devoted herself to worshiping through fasting and prayer. When she say the baby she recognized it as the “redemption of Jerusalem.

Big question: From what did they need redemption? Salvation? What did they need to be saved from? What are these two so excited about? 
IV. Old Covenant

Definition of Covenant: A bond that united people in mutual obligations

For example: marriage contract (Jessie and I have covenanted together and agreed that we would exclusively fulfill the primary needs we each have. So, Jessie will not go to some other man for her need of intimacy or for someone to provide for her.

The covenant relationship also described the relationship between man and God. Because of sin there was a gap in the relationship between man and God. So God entered into a covenant relationship with man. The first one God made with Noah way back in Genesis 6 before the flood. 
We read in Hebrews 9:22 that “without the shedding of blood there is not forgiveness.” Blood must be shed. So, under the Old Covenant man had to shed blood, or offer sacrifices to God to demonstrate his faith. He had to kill goats and bulls and calves, and other animals. 
V. New Covenant

But the beauty of Christ’s birth, life, and then death on the cross is that we are under a new covenant. Thank goodness that we do not have to kill animals for the forgiveness of sin. 

Instead we read in Hebrews 8:10-13: “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws on their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, form the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”
VI. Conclusion

This is the true significance of Christmas. Because Jesus Christ was born a child, grew into a man, and sacrificed himself for us, we can know God personally. We can live with God. The question I started with was “who am I spiritually?” You are a child of God, created to be with him. 

The reality is that you are an “alien and stranger” in this world as much as Jesus Christ himself was. 

