9 October 2013
The Holy Spirit

Introduction

The bold wording is for your students. The rest is to help direct your conversation. Feel free to change this lesson to your style but be sure to cover the relevant information. 

This aspect of the trinity is often the hardest for students to understand. As you discuss with your group try and help them understand two main realities: First, the Holy Spirit is a person not some floating cloud or spiritual mist. Second, the Holy Spirit is God, just as much as the father and the Son.
· When you hear the words “Holy Spirit” or “Holy Ghost” what comes to mind? 
· Respond to the following quotes: (you can handle them both at once or one at a time)
“The Holy Spirit is just the Christian way of describing the spirit guides. Spirit guides are strong souls, either from earth’s past or from other worlds, who come to earth to help us make the right choices in life. Spirit Guides are living and truthful and committed to helping people find the true path. So there is no Holy Spirit in the Christian sense. Instead, there are many holy spirits who come to help us through life.”

“What you call the Holy Spirit is actually just your own higher consciousness directing your life. Psychologists call it superego; New Agers call it cosmic consciousness. The truth is we know a lot more than we think we know. As we continue to evolve and learn, eventually we’ll see that the ‘Holy Spirit’ is just an extension of our own intelligence, helping us make the right decisions in life.”
· Have you ever known someone who believed either of these quotes? 
· Have you ever thought this way about the Holy Spirit?
· How can we understand the reality of who the Holy Spirit is?
The Person of the Holy Spirit

Explain to the students that the Holy Spirit is a real person, not a thing, and that He has come to take the place of Jesus who left earth to be with the Father in heaven. Read to them John 16:5-11 with special emphasis on vs. 7.

Notice: the Greek word for “Spirit” is pneuma and is neuter (it does not have a gender assigned to it). Here is a refresher English course: because pronouns are supposed to agree with their antecedents in person, number, and gender we would expect the neuter pronoun to be used to represent the Holy Spirit as a “thing.” Instead John uses the masculine pronoun over and over again when referring to the Holy Spirit in this passage.
Also: verse 7 describes that the Holy Spirit will come and take the place of Jesus. He will fulfill the role that Jesus was fulfilling on earth. 
The Work of the Holy Spirit

Have your students look up the following passages to see the truth about the Holy Spirit:
· 1 Corinthians 2:10 (The Holy Spirit lives in our bodies)
· 1 Corinthians 2:13 (The Holy Spirit helps us know what to say about God)
· 1 Corinthians 6:19 (The Holy Spirit lives in our bodies)
· Acts 9:31 (The Holy Spirit comforts and encourages us)
· John 16:13 (The Holy Spirit guides us)
· John 16:8 (The Holy Spirit convicts us when we disobey God)
· Romans 15:16 (The Holy spirit helps us follow Jesus and become more like Him)
· Acts 13:2 (The Holy Spirit shows us God’s will)
· Acts 16:6 (The Holy Spirit corrects us)
· 1 Corinthians 2:4-5 (The Holy Spirit draws us to Himself)
· 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (The Holy Spirit gives us special abilities we can use to help others)
· Galatians 5:22-23 (The Holy Spirit shows His presence in our lives by giving us a sign, or “fruit of the spirit.”)
Ask your students the following questions (or something similar):

· Have you ever experienced any of these particular aspects of the Holy Spirit? Which ones? Describe your experience.

· Of all the things the Holy Spirit does, what is the most important to you personally? Why?

· What characteristic of the Holy Spirit would you like to become more personally acquainted with and why? 
· What evidence have you seen of the Holy Spirit’s work at church, home, or school? 

· Why do you think many people can’t accept the one true Holy Spirit? 

· Talk about an area in your life where you need the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Help each other think of ways to be more sensitive to the Spirit’s leading. 
