Who is Satan?
I. Introduction 

We are going to look back in our Bibles to the very beginning. There are four different people that we find early in Genesis. These four people will set the whole story of humanity in motion. 

First, Genesis 1:1 says: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the Earth.” So, we have God. As I am fond of reminding you it is God the father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 

Next, Genesis 1:27 says: “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” So our second and third characters are Adam and Eve. 

They lived in harmony with God and everything was perfect. Genesis 1:31 says: “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning the sixth day.”

Finally, we have the fourth character, the Serpent. Genesis 3:1 says: “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.” The big question is who is the Serpent? (Not Kaa from the Jungle Book). So who was the Serpent?
Satan. How do you know? The answer is found in the very end of the Bible. You have to go to the book of Revelation 12:9 “The great dragon was hurled down-that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.” 20:2 says: “He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.”

Just for a moment forget about all the prophesy of things that will happen to Satan and focus on the point that he was the one at the very beginning that tempted Eve and introduced sin to the world.  
II. Who is Satan? 

A. What does Satan mean? 

For a lot of people Satan is just the red devil figure that makes you do bad things or that causes bad things to happen to you. You all know the famous cartoons that show a good angel on one shoulder and a bad angel, or devil, on the other. Sometimes we think of the battle within ourselves in this same caricatured way. It is cute and funny. But it is not this way at all. 

The reality is the name Satan means “adversary” or “accuser”. He is the constant enemy of God, of the divine kingdom and of all the followers of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 5:8 says: “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”
B. Where did Satan come from?
We know that he was one of the angels. Sometime after God declared that creation was good and before he started tormenting mankind Satan decided his current state was not good enough and he wanted more. In Timothy’s instructions about deacons he writes: 

“He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil.” (1 Timothy 3:6)
What does it mean to be “conceited?”

Having an excessively favorable opinion of one’s abilities, appearance, etc. It is to be prideful, the saying pride comes before the fall. This is the opposite of Jesus Christ. Philippians 2:4-8
So the answer to our question is that Satan was a heavenly being that fell through pride sometime between God declaring all that he made “good” and the fall of man.
C. Where is Satan now?
Does anyone know where Satan lives? Perhaps you have heard the term that he is the ruler of Hell. This is simply incorrect, the Bible makes no such statement. Instead, look at what the Bible calls him:
· “the prince of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11)

· “The God of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4)

In the Book of Job it talks about Satan going to and fro on the Earth, and walking up and down in it. Perhaps the best passage that describes Satan’s current state is Ephesians 6:11-12: “Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”
D.  Conclusion 
This is what I want you to know then: Satan is real, he exists in the world today. Next week we will discuss him in even more detail. 
