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I. Years Theme: Alien Crusaders.

Our theme verse for the year is 1 Peter 2:11-12: 

“Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.”
I want to spend our time tonight talking about what this means. I want to this by talking about perception and reality. 

II. Perception vs. Reality
Perception is your understanding of something- the way your mind sees something. 
Illustration 1:

Christopher Browning’s Ordinary Men

They did terrible things because they believed they would be punished if they did not, or that they would let down the other men who would have to do it. 
Illustration 2:

You have probably seen these but I will use them anyway because they are a good illustration. Which of the men is taller? Which of the women is shorter and fatter? They are both exactly the same in each picture. There are a few characteristics that play games with your mind. That is the power of perception. With that in mind,
I have come to the conclusion that your life will depend on three things:

1. Your perception of yourself (How you view yourself)

2. Your perception of God (How you view God)

3. Your perception of how you relate to God. (How you describe your relationship with him)
To see how these three work together I would like you to take a look at Mark 10:17-31
-Read Mark 10:17-31-

Here we see a young man who has it all together. He knows the scriptures. He knows the commandments and follows them, yet he feels that there is something missing. We know this because of his question: “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He knows that he is lacking something. Ultimately Jesus tells him to get rid of his earthly possessions and “follow Him.” The man’s response is very telling:


“At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.”

Luke 18:23 says it this way:


“When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth.”

This is the only man that I am aware of in scripture that has a personal encounter with Jesus and goes away sad.  This man had a particular perception of himself. He believed that he was “good enough.” By the disciples response we see that they thought he was good enough as well. We read that they were amazed by Jesus words. 
After all the tax collectors, prostitutes, and other “sinners”, finally a great candidate for a follower of Jesus came forward. Finally, a man of wealth that could help the cause. Finally, a man who knew how to follow the rules. Finally, a man that was young and respectable, and Jesus turns him away. The disciples do not know what to make of this. 

But Jesus knew. He knew that this man’s perception of himself was exactly what he presented. He believed there was value in physical wealth. He believed there was value in simply following the rules, in knowing the scriptures. But this man goes away sad. 

The reality is, knowing the Bible is not enough. Being good, and doing the right thing, is not enough. His perception was that eternal life could be obtained by something he could do. His perception of God was one where God handed out eternal life to those who do the right thing. That is why he asked “What must I do.” His question was flawed and it demonstrated his incorrect perception of things. He believed that he could do something to go to heaven, that God would reward him for his work, and that their relationship was one in which God rewards and punishes here on Earth for good and bad behavior. 
A. Aliens

As we look at our key verses for the year we see the truth. We are “Aliens and strangers in the world.”
Whether you know it or not you are an Alien and a Stranger in this life. You do not belong here; you were created for so much more. You were created to live with God here on earth and for all eternity. Psalms 139: 14-16 says: 

“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written before one of them came to be.”
God planned you. He planned what you look like, what your personality is like, and he is pleased with you. God loves you and there is nothing you can do about it. He created you to be with Him and so He made you in a way that he wants to be with. That is the reality. 

For some of you that reality has not set in because your perception of yourself is wrong. You see like the rich young ruler. You see the things the world values; the wrong things. The world values:
· People that have it all together. They never seem to make a mistake. They do not struggle with anything. They are emotionally strong.

· The people that look good. We are obsessed with physical appearance. For girls it is having a pretty face and an attractive body with all the right parts in the right places. For guys it is being physically strong and cut, we call them “ripped.”
· People with wealth. We value money and the things money can buy. The cars, clothes, phones, IPods, guns, and anything else you desire. 

The problem is, even as Christians, some of us measure ourselves by these values and we come short. You may see yourself as too emotional, too ugly, too fat, too skinny, and too poor. In short, I know that some you see yourself as worthless. You see you perception of yourself is wrong. You are not worthless.
Others of you may compare yourselves to others might think you measure in the positive. You think that because you are the coolest, prettiest, toughest, most athletic, most intelligent, or most wealthy that somehow you are better than others. You think that matters. 
You also were created by God to be with Him forever. You were not created to live in this world. You are an Alien. You are a stranger. (Some of us are stranger than others, but that’s okay)

B. Crusaders

We also see in our theme verses that we are in a battle with the “sinful desires, which war against your soul.” This makes you a crusader. You are a warrior with a purpose/message. 
III. Application 

Your perception of yourself, God, and your relationship with God matters greatly. 

At this point I want you to take a few moments and think of three words that truly describe yourself. I am not going to ask you to write them down or tell anybody. Think of three words that you would not tell anyone. Three words that describe who you really are.
-Pause for a minute-

Those words that you came up with will affect your relationship with God and will affect the way you use the scriptures. Ask yourself the following questions:
· What does my description say about myself? 

· What do these words say about God? 

· In what ways am I like the rich young ruler? Do I go away sad, or do I enjoy my time with God? 

If you have yet to realize the reality of life, that God created you to be with Him. If you have any question about that you should talk to one of the adults that is here tonight.

I want to challenge you this year to look at yourself. To see how you perceive yourself, how you perceive God, and how you perceive that relationship. That is what we are going to explore this year. 

Prayer

